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Preface 

On June 24th and 25th, 2011, the twelfth Interuniversity Sports Law Confer-
ence, which was also the second conference of The Hague Academy for Inter-
national Sports Law (HISLAC II), took place in Erlangen. The conference was, 
therefore, particularly noteworthy as, along with “young sports lawyers”, we 
were also able to attract very renowned experts from the worlds of academia 
and practice, both from Germany and further afield. This volume is comprised 
of the lectures delivered in Erlangen and is enriched by several additional pa-
pers that keep with its theme. Most of the papers relate to international or trans-
national topics and demonstrate one of the peculiarities of sports law: the fre-
quent occurrence of similar problems worldwide and the need for unified rules 
and harmonized practices. The title, “Lex Sportiva”, refers to this. All of the 
papers delivered at the conference will be published in English. In addition, 
many lectures that were originally delivered in German will be published in 
their original form. 

The sports law team at the Institute for Law and Technology (IRuT) with its 
connected research centre for German and international sports law provided vi-
tal assistance in the editing and translation of the papers and in the necessary 
preparations for the printing process. For this, I am most thankful. 

Erlangen, June 2014                                                            Klaus Vieweg
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Words of Welcome 

By Klaus Vieweg 

Dear friends of sports law,  

I would like to welcome you very heartily to Erlangen on the occasion of the 
twelfth “Interuniversitäre Sportrechtstagung” which usually takes the form of a 
conference with participants from various German universities. This year, 
2011, is a special year, as we are celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Insti-
tute for Law and Technology (IRuT), known in the world of sports law as the 
Erlangen Institute. For this reason, we are extending our circle of speakers and 
participants and, in addition, we will continue a tradition which had its starting 
point in Jakarta last year, where we founded the Hague International Sports 
Law Academy (HISLAC). Our colleague, Janez Kocijančič, will inform us in 
detail about the Jakarta Declaration on Lex Sportiva, which came into being on 
September 22nd 2010. 

Allow me some words on the history of the Interuniversitäre Tagungen 
Sportrecht. They were initiated by my colleague Burkhard Hess, who at that 
time had a chair at Tübingen Law School. The first seminar with students from 
Tübingen and Basel took place in the legendary Deutsches Olympisches Institut 
at the “Kleiner Wannsee” in Berlin in the year 2000. I was invited to participate 
by Burkhard Hess and we had the idea of holding a seminar every year at this 
marvellous place. The following year, the seminar took place with students and 
young sports lawyers from three universities (Tübingen, Cologne and Erlangen) 
in attendance. I remember very well that the three professors (Burkhard Hess, 
Peter Tettinger, and myself) enjoyed the break from our positions as deans of 
our faculties immensely. At that time, we developed the idea of bringing doc-
toral candidates, those who had just received their doctoral title and well-
known experts in the area of sports law together, which led to very fruitful dis-
cussions. In the years that followed, Volker Röhricht and Walter Seitz – among 
others – were very welcome participants. In 2003, we combined the conference 
with an evaluation of the project “Legal Comparison and the Harmonisation of 
Doping Rules” which was carried out by IRuT and the Asser Institute in The 
Hague for the European Commission. For this reason, we had quite a number of 
experts from Germany and abroad who contributed greatly to discussions with 
the young sports lawyers. The unique atmosphere at the “Kleiner Wannsee” re-
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grettably came to an end when the Deutscher Sportbund was forced to sell the 
property. We then decided to change the venue every year, so the conferences 
which followed were held in Cologne (2004), Heidelberg (2005), Erlangen 
(2006), Rauischholzhausen near Gießen (2007), Schloss Thurnau (2008), Pa-
derborn (2009) and Oberhaching (2010). 

To date, we have published the contributions of 67 speakers in four volumes: 
Spektrum des Sportrechts (2003), Perspektiven des Sportrechts (2005), Prisma 
des Sportrechts (2006) and Facetten des Sportrechts (2009), and now the next 
book-baby is on the way: Akzente des Sportrechts. I’m very pleased that our 
publisher, Dr. Florian Simon, has honoured us with his presence on several oc-
casions and also that he has found his way back to the town of his youth. We 
intend to publish this year’s contributions in a separate book with the title Lex 
Sportiva. On this occasion, it is not just the young sports lawyers who will 
speak, but primarily those sports lawyers who, in Bob Dylan’s words, remain 
“forever young”. Burkhard Hess – the founder of the seminar – is one of our 
speakers and he is returning to Erlangen, where he was professor before he took 
the chair in Tübingen.  

Others, unfortunately, could not make it due to business or family commit-
ments. Thomas Bach, the vice president of the IOC who is living nearby in 
Weisendorf, is obliged to attend a conference of the DOSB in Frankfurt, and 
therefore regrets that he is unable to come to Erlangen. 

In total, we have colleagues here from 11 countries. The lectures, discus-
sions and handouts, which have been translated by the IRuT assistants, will be 
in English and German. .  

Finally, allow me to make some organisational remarks:  

At 5 p.m., we will meet in order to drive to the Fraunhofer Institute IIS for a 
technical demonstration of super slow-motion and 3D. The Fraunhofer Institute 
is well-known as the inventor of mp3 and for its leadership of various technical 
developments. After the presentation, we will have dinner there and afterwards, 
we will drive to the village of Bräuningshof – where my wife and I live – to 
have refreshments in our beer garden. 



   

The Hague International Sports Law Academy 

By Janez Kocijančič 

The idea which gave rise to The Hague International Sports Law Academy 
(HISLAC) has its roots in several meetings between a group of sports lawyers – 
the most prominent of these being Professors Robert Siekman, Klaus Vieweg, 
James Nafziger and myself. We had met at several international congresses, 
conferences and meetings where we discussed various aspects of sports law on 
both a national and an international level. Based on our discussions and shared 
criticism of the various problems which we perceived to exist in the area of 
sports law, we came to the conclusion that the scholarly study of international 
sports law and its expansion should be elevated onto a higher level. Gradually, 
we came to the conclusion that we shouldn’t just “go with the flow” and reduce 
our role in this area to that of mere spectators of recent developments. We 
therefore decided to establish a new body: the Hague International Sports Law 
Academy. We chose this name, reasoning that The Hague is the legal capital of 
the world, and, for this reason, we were of the opinion that our Academy be-
longed there; in particular, because the famous Asser Institute also has its head-
quarters in that city.  

– It is important that we understand that sport is a very significant phenome-
non within modern society. There are several reasons for this:  

– It strengthens several basic human values; e.g. it establishes a strong foun-
dation for sporting ethics such as fair play, and it enhances social cohesion 
and solidarity. It is of benefit to the well-being of society in general, and I 
would go so far as to say that it is one of the constituent elements of de-
mocracy.  

– It brings people – especially young people – together, regardless of any 
differences which may exist between them, be they social, religious, politi-
cal, gender-related or otherwise. Moreover, it assists them in overcoming 
these differences. 

– It is an increasingly important economic activity. According to the White 
Book on Sport of the EU Commission, which was published in 2006, sport 
represents 3.7 % of EU GDP. 




