
Preface

ECDL2000, the Fourth European Conference on Research and Advanced Tech-
nology for Digital Libraries, is being held this year in Lisbon, Portugal, following
previous events in Pisa (1997), Heraklion (1998), and Paris (1999). One major
goal of the ECDL conference series has been to draw information professionals,
stakeholders, and user communities from both the research world and from in-
dustry into a discussion of the alternative technologies, policies, and scenarios
for global digital libraries. The success of previous conferences makes them a
hard act to follow.

The field of digital libraries draws on a truly diverse set of scientific and
technical disciplines. In the past three years, moreover, global cooperation on
research and development has emerged as an urgent priority, particularly in the
new European Framework Programme and in the Digital Library Initiative in
the United States.

Because of this diversity, the field is perhaps still struggling for an identity.
But this struggle for identity is itself a source of energy and creativity. Par-
ticipants in this field feel themselves to be part of a special community, with
special people. Each of us may claim expertise on a narrow issue, with specific
projects, but the choices we make and the methods we use in local solutions can
have unforeseen impacts within a growing universe of interconnected resources.
This shared commitment to global interconnectedness gives the field a certain
spirit, and this spirit in turn gives it a sense of coherence in the absence of a
well-defined manifesto or established set of core themes. It also makes events
such as ECDL2000 so very enjoyable!

This year we have tried to reflect this richness and diversity in the local orga-
nisation, in the Programme Committee, and in the final conference programme.
The local organisation was handled by the National Library of Portugal; IST, the
engineering institute of the Lisbon Technical University; and INESC, a research
institution, with the additional support of DELOS, the European Network of
Excellence for Digital Libraries. The Programme Committee includes members
from 17 countries (eleven European Union countries plus Russia, USA, Australia,
Japan, Morocco, and Brazil). The committee reflects a broad range of expertise
from computer scientists and engineers to librarians, archivists, and managers.

Developing the conference programme has been a challenge. This year, 28
research papers address a cross-section of established topics in the field, while
a new category of “short papers” provides an opportunity to explore emerging
issues and re-evaluate the boundaries of our field. Soliciting short papers was an
experiment, entailing some risk, but we felt this could help open the door to broa-
der participation and perspectives. We are happy to see this interesting program
complemented by some very high-quality panels, tutorials, keynote speakers, and
workshops.
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Organisation

ECDL2000 was organised in Lisbon, Portugal, by the National Library of Por-
tugal, INESC (Instituto de Engenharia de Sistemas e Computadores), and IST
(Instituto Superior Técnico – Universidade Técnica de Lisbon), and with the
assistance of the DELOS Network of Excellence (supported by the Information
Society Program of the European Commission).

General chair

José Tribolet, IST / INESC, Portugal

Programme and local chair

José Borbinha, BN / IST / INESC, Portugal

Workshops co-chairs

Thomas Baker, GMD, Germany
Alberto Silva, IST / INESC, Portugal

Tutorials co-chairs

Preben Hansen, SICS, Sweden
Eloy Rodrigues, Universidade do Minho, Portugal

Programme Committee

Philipe Agre, University of California, USA
Daniel E. Atkins, University of Michigan, USA
Joaquina Barrulas, INETI, Portugal
Rudolf Bayer, Technical University of Munich, Germany
Eurico Carrapatoso, University of Porto / INESC, Portugal
Rui Casteleiro, MIND S.A., Portugal
Panos Constantopoulos, FORTH, Greece
Ana M. R. Correia, UNL, Portugal
Bruce Croft, University of Massachusetts, USA
Murilo Bastos Cunha, University of Braśılia, Brasil
Edward Fox, Virginia Tech, USA
Michael Freeston, University of Aberdeen, UK / University of California, USA
Norbert Fuhr, Dortmund University, Germany



VIII Organisation

Hachim Haddouti, debis Systemhaus Industry, Germany
Lynda Hardman, CWI, Netherlands
Cećılia Henriques, AN / TT, National Archives, Portugal
Renato Iannella, IPR Systems Pty Ltd, Australia
Gareth Jones, University of Exeter, UK
Joaquim Jorge, IST / INESC, Portugal
Leonid Kalinichenko, Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia
Judith Klavans, Columbia University, USA
Carl Lagoze, Cornell University, USA
Alain Michard, INRIA, France
Marc Nanard, University of Montpellier, France
Erich J. Neuhold, GMD, Germany
Christos Nikolau, University of Crete / FORTH, Greece
Arlindo Oliveira, IST / INESC, Portugal
Mike Papazoglou, Tilburg University, Netherlands Carol Peters, CNR, Italy
Alexander Plemnek, St. Petersburg State Technical University / Soros Founda-
tion, Russia
Mogens Sandfær, DTV, Denmark
Leonel Santos, University of Minho, Portugal
João Sequeira, BAD / RTP, Portugal
Mário Silva, University of Lisbon, Portugal
Miguel Silva, IST / INESC, Portugal
Alan Smeaton, Dublin City University, Ireland
Ingeborg Solvberg, University of Trondheim, Norway
Shigeo Sugimoto, University of Library and Information Science, Japan
Constantino Thanos, CNR, Italy
Isabel Trancoso, IST / INESC, Portugal
Anne-Marie Vercoustre, INRIA, France
Paula Viana, ISEP / INESC, Portugal
Howard Wactlar, Carnegie Mellon University, USA
Stuart Weibel, OCLC, USA
Jian Yang, Tilburg University, The Netherlands

Reviewers

Philipe Agre, University of California, USA
Daniel E Atkins, University of Michigan, USA
Rudolf Bayer, Technical University of Munich, Germany
Eurico Carrapatoso, University of Porto / INESC, Portugal
Rui Casteleiro, MIND S.A., Portugal
Panos Constantopoulos, FORTH, Greece
Ana M. R. Correia, UNL, Portugal
Bruce Croft, University of Massachusetts, USA
Murilo Bastos Cunha, University of Braśılia, Brasil
Nicola Fanizzi, University of Bari, Italy
Stefano Ferilli, University of Bari, Italy



Organisation IX

Edward Fox, Virginia Tech, USA
Nuno Freire, INESC / IST, Portugal
Michael Freeston, University of Aberdeen, UK / University of California, USA
Norbert Fuhr, Dortmund University, Germany
Hachim Haddouti, debis Systemhaus Industry, Germany
Cećılia Henriques, AN / TT, National Archives, Portugal
Renato Iannella, IPR Systems Pty Ltd, Australia
Gareth Jones, University of Exeter, UK
Joaquim Jorge, IST / INESC, Portugal
Leonid Kalinichenko, Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia
Carl Lagoze, Cornell University, USA
Alain Michard, INRIA, France
Marc Nanard, University of Montpellier, France
Erich J. Neuhold, GMD, Germany
Christos Nikolau, University of Crete / FORTH, Greece
Arlindo Oliveira, IST / INESC, Portugal
Mike Papazoglou, Tilburg University, Netherlands
Carol Peters, CNR, Italy
Alexander Plemnek, St. Petersburg State Technical University / Soros Founda-
tion, Russia
Mogens Sandfær, DTV, Denmark
Leonel Santos, University of Minho, Portugal
Giovanni Semeraro, University of Bari, Italy
João Sequeira, BAD / RTP, Portugal
Mário Silva, University of Lisbon, Portugal
Miguel Silva, IST / INESC, Portugal
Alan Smeaton, Dublin City University, Ireland
Ingeborg Solvberg, University of Trondheim, Norway
Shigeo Sugimoto, University of Library and Information Science, Japan
Constantino Thanos, CNR, Italy
Isabel Trancoso, IST / INESC, Portugal
Anne-Marie Vercoustre, INRIA, France
Paula Viana, ISEP / INESC, Portugal
Howard Wactlar, Carnegie Mellon University, USA
Jian Yang, Tilburg University, The Netherlands

Local Organising Committee

José Borbinha, BN / IST / INESC, Portugal
Eulália Carvalho, BN, Portugal
Fernando Cardoso, BN, Portugal
João Leal, BN, Portugal
João Maria Lopes, BN, Portugal
Rita Alves Pereira, BN, Portugal
Nuno Freire, INESC/IST, Portugal
Hugo Amorim, IST, Portugal
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