
Environment, Power, and Injustice
A South African History

This book presents the socio-environmental history of black people in the area
near Kuruman, on the edge of the Kalahari in South Africa. Considering succes-
sive periods – Tswana agropastoral chiefdoms before colonial contact, the Cape
frontier, British colonial rule, Apartheid, and the homeland of Bophuthatswana
in the 1980s – Environment, Power, and Injustice shows how the human re-
lationship with the environment corresponded to differences of class, gender,
and race. While exploring biological, geological, and climatological forces in
history, this book argues that the challenges of existence in a semidesert arose
more from human injustice than from deficiencies in the natural environment.
In fact, powerful people drew strength from and exercised their power over
others through the environment. At the same time, the natural world provided
marginal peoples with some relief from human injustice.
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and the Department of History at Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island,
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McCulloch, David Ward, Suzanne Vetter, Richard Madsen, Kim Euston-Brown,
Kees Bootsman, Andy Manson, James Drummond, Lerato Thahome, and David
Phalatse. These people helped me in many ways by asking me the right ques-
tions, by answering the questions I asked them, and by reading earlier versions
of this manuscript. Of these colleagues, Ruth Edgecombe, Andy Manson, Neil
Parsons, and James Drummond generously opened their homes to me.

As an American, conducting research in South Africa is a logistical challenge.
Over the years, I have received the generous hospitality and assistance of people
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teers, Megan Waples and Kristin Russell figured out the RRA technique, found
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pecially Stephen Kotoloane. At times they worked as interpreters, but their
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duced me to people and encouraged them to trust me, and advised me on my
work. Clearly, the interviews for this book were a collaborative effort, and I am
deeply indebted to all who helped with them.

I must also address my tremendous outstanding debt to the people who al-
lowed me to interview them. My research brought no evident benefits to people
in Kuruman, and I was touched that so many were willing to consider my
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individual informants cited by name in the references. Because many of my
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they lived in. My research assistants and I were hospitably received in the fol-
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considerably from the assistance of the staff at The Association for Community
and Rural Advancement (AnCRA) in Kuruman and from researchers at the
Department of Land Affairs in Pretoria. Both organizations unstintingly shared
materials on removals of Kuruman reserves.

At Brown University, I thank members of the Departments of History and
Africana Studies, especially those who considered my ideas: John Thomas,
Jim Campbell, Rhett Jones, Maud Mandel, Michael Vorenberg, Kerry Smith,
Karl Jacoby, and Amy Remensnyder. Conversations with Shepard Krech, Peter
Uvin, and Blenda Femenias have also helped me refine my thoughts. I have
also relied on the particular skills of Lynn Carlson, who made my maps, and
Jess Lopez, who prepared illustrations. I must thank Nancy Soukup for support
and proofreading. One joy of being at Brown University is working with the
students. The following students have read and commented helpfully on parts
of the manuscript: Matthew Lange, Katherine Bayerl, and Adam Schupack. I
thank the Brown Undergraduate Teaching and Research Assistantship Program
that enabled me to work with Elisa Margolis on the history of rinderpest and
with Joe Winter on graphics.

xix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521811910 -  Environment, Power, and Injustice: A South African History
Nancy J. Jacobs
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521811910
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Preface

I am also grateful to my collaborators in the 2001 asbestos research project
that made Kuruman its case study. I thank my colleagues Sophia Kisting, Lundy
Braun, John Trimbur, and Simphiwe Mbuli, as well as our students Scott Bulcao,
Kristen Erickson, Alice Kidder, Theo Luebke, Marc Manseau, Mpho Matsipa,
Almea Matanock, Kagisho Motseme, Fanomezantsoa Endor Rakoto, Casey
Roberts, Kat Saxton, and Lucia Trimbur. We also owe a debt of gratitude to
the new director of the Moffat Mission, Richard Aitken, who with Jane Argall,
supported the project and became our valued collaborators. A Richard B.
Salomon Faculty Research Award from Brown University and supplemental
funding from the Dean of the Faculty allowed me to return to South Africa
for the asbestos research. Returning to Kuruman with this group gave me new
perspectives on its history and a much deeper understanding of contemporary
environmental problems. I thank them for their dedication to the work and to
the international collaboration.

Following convention, in this last paragraph of the acknowledgments I thank
my family. My parents, Fred Jacobs and the late Irene Jacobs, of Holland,
Michigan, always encouraged me to study and travel. Their support was crucial
to my studies and research. Even after years of hearing about it, my siblings and
in-laws usually took interest in my work and were always humorous when they
did not. I am especially grateful to the other historians in the family, my sister
Chris and brother-in-law Dirk Mouw, who read parts of the manuscript. Finally,
my husband Peter Heywood, a biologist who committed to both me and Kuruman
in a ceremony in the Moffat Church, astounds me with his generosity, insight,
integrity, and talent. In countless ways he has supported my research and helped
me turn it into this book. His most evident contributions are the photographs
of contemporary Kuruman and my understanding of photosynthesis, but he
has been involved in many less obvious ways as well. Not least, he has been
a thoughtful companion in seeking equitable ways of using and preserving the
environment, and of living in this world.

Nancy Jacobs
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