Preface

This volume contains the proceedings of the Fifth International Conference on
Coordination Models and Languages (Coordination 2002), held in York, UK,
811 April 2002. Coordination models and languages close the conceptual gap be-
tween the cooperation model used by the constituent parts of an application and
the lower-level communication model used in its implementation. Coordination-
based methods provide a clean separation between individual software compo-
nents and their interactions within their overall software organization. This sepa-
ration, together with the higher-level abstractions offered by coordination models
and languages, improve software productivity, enhance maintainability, advocate
modularity, promote reusability, and lead to software organizations and archi-
tectures that are more tractable and more amenable to verification and global
analysis.

Coordination is relevant in design, development, debugging, maintenance,
and reuse of all complex concurrent and distributed systems. Specifically, co-
ordination becomes paramount in the context of open systems, systems with
mobile entities, and dynamically re-configurable evolving systems. Moreover, co-
ordination models and languages focus on such key issues in Component Based
Software Engineering as specification, interaction, and dynamic composition of
components.

A total of 55 papers were submitted to this conference. Following the high
quality standards of review and selection in this conference series, each submis-
sion was read by at least one of the two program co-chairs and carefully reviewed
by at least three anonymous referees. All review results were then considered and
extensively discussed in the program committee for the final selection. A total of
18 submissions were accepted as regular papers and 14 others as short papers. We
were fortunate to have Perdita Stevens, Edinburgh University, Jim Waldo, Sun
Microsystems, Inc., and Michael Wooldridge, University of Liverpool as invited
speakers.

The conference was organized in cooperation with the ACM Special Interest
Group on Software Engineering (SIGSOFT). This volume and the conference
would not have been possible without the contributions of all authors, the eva-
luation work of the program committee, and the careful review of the anonymous
referees. We are grateful to them all for their intellectual contributions. Special
thanks to Freek Burger for his help in managing our electronic submission and
evaluation process and in preparation of these proceedings. Last but not least,
we acknowledge the support of the University of York, and especially thank Alan
Wood for chairing the local organization of this conference.
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