Preface

This volume is the eighth in the Intelligent Agents series associated with the
ATAL workshops. These workshops on “Agent Theories, Architectures, and Lan-
guages” have established themselves as a tradition, and play the role of small
but internationally well-known conferences on the subject, where besides theory
per se also integration of theory and practice is in focus. Specifically, ATAL ad-
dresses issues of theories of agency, software architectures for intelligent agents,
methodologies and programming languages for realizing agents, and software
tools for applying and evaluating agent-based systems.

ATAL 2001 featured two special tracks in which both the more theoretical
/ formal and the more practical aspects were present, viz. “Formal Theories of
Negotiation”, organized by Frank Dignum, and “Agents for Hand-Held, Mobile,
or Embedded Devices”, organized by Tim Finin. There was also an extra session
on RoboCup Rescue, organized and presented by Satoshi Tadokoro and Ranjit
Nair.

ATAL 2001 attracted 68 papers from over 20 countries all over the world,
of which 30 were selected for presentation at the workshop and publication in
this volume. We invited two outstanding speakers: Fausto Giunchiglia (Trento,
Italy) and Tom Dean (Brown, USA). The following authors / papers were given
an award, sponsored by Springer:

— BEST PAPER: Sadri, Toni, and Torroni, Dialogues for negotiation: agent
varieties and dialogue sequences

— BEST STUDENT PAPER: Felix Brandt (paper written jointly with Gerhard
Weiss): Antisocial agents and Vickrey auctions

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to thank all the persons in-
volved in the realization of the workshop and this book: authors, invited speakers,
PC members, additional reviewers, the associate chair, special track organizers,
steering committee, the audience of the ATAL 2001 workshop, the people from
Springer-Verlag, and last but not least our sponsors Springer-Verlag and the
ESPRIT AgentLink2 Network of Excellence.
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