Preface

The International Symposium on Medical Data Analysis is an important pe-
riodical opportunity to exchange ideas and first-hand experiences with groups
interested in the medical applications of innovative hardware and software tools.

The massive information available through continuous improvements in the
various modeling approaches to Medical Data Analysis is reflected in the re-
sults, dealing with quite different topics, presented during the Third Edition
of the Symposium (ISMDA 2002). They have been grouped into the following
four categories: (1) Data Mining and Decision Support Systems; (2) Medical
Informatics and Modeling; (3) Time-Series Analysis; and (4) Medical Imaging.

In setting up the symposium program we tried to avoid, even with the short-
age of time, parallel sessions. Thus, all participants had the chance to catch
all the oral presentations, and we hope that this third proceedings volume will
extend this chance also to non-participants. As for the previous volumes, it con-
tains extensive up-to-date chapters on Medical Data Analysis, packed with ideas,
suggestions, and solutions to many problems typical of this field.

An appealing feature of ISMDA is the informal character coupled to a careful
selection and reviewing procedure for the submitted contributions, which guar-
anteed a high-quality standard within a relaxing and friendly environment. In
this connection, it is not only fair but also a great pleasure for us to thank the
many people involved in the set-up of ISMDA 2002, from the authors to the or-
ganizing committee to the international panel of reviewers, all of them provided
an invaluable contribution to the success of the symposium.
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