
Preface

After some time of early experience Web Services are moving themselves from a
new highly fragmented technology to a piece of nowadays infrastructures which
promise to address various current challenges. These include especially classical
issues of integration and data in a heterogeneous environment. The Web Service
technology provides an open and technology-agnostic interface, and furthermore
propels new usage paradigms in distributed computing infrastructures like Grid
Services. Successful adoption of Web Service technology relies on the definition
of interoperable architectural building blocks which can be integrated in existing
software architectures, like J2EE or CORBA heritage. Interoperability will surely
prove itself as the critical success factor of the Web Service proliferation. In order
to accomplish these interoperability various standardization bodies such as the
W3C, UN or OASIS founded activities to create specifications and products
implementing these building blocks.

As the sister event of the First International Conference on Web Services
(ICWS 2003), which was held in Las Vegas, June 23 - 26, USA, has proven to be
an excellent catalyst for research and collaboration, the 2003 International Con-
ference on Web Services - Europe (ICWS-Europe 2003) is expected to continue
this trend. The topics of papers collected in this proceedings volume ranges from
issues like modeling, development, deployment, publishing, as well as discovery,
composition and collaboration, plus monitoring and analytical control. Additio-
nal contributions summarize some research and development challenges of buil-
ding Web Service solutions. Especially, some contributions present an emerging
research direction, namely, Web Services collaboration. Moreover, some major
research activities associated with facilitating extended business collaboration
using Web services and semantic annotation are also covered.

Many people have worked very hard to make the Conference possible. We
would like to thank all who have helped to make ICWS-Europe 2003 a suc-
cess. The Program Committee members and referees each deserve credit for the
excellent final program that resulted from the diligent review of the submissions.

July 2003 Mario Jeckle
Liang-Jie Zhang
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