
Preface

AI 2001 is the 14th in the series of Artificial Intelligence conferences sponsored
by the Canadian Society for Computational Studies of Intelligence/Société ca-
nadienne pour l’étude de l’intelligence par ordinateur. As was the case last year
too, the conference is being held in conjunction with the annual conferences
of two other Canadian societies, Graphics Interface (GI 2001) and Vision Inter-
face (VI 2001). We believe that the overall experience will be enriched by this
conjunction of conferences.

This year is the “silver anniversary” of the conference: the first Canadian
AI conference was held in 1976 at UBC. During its lifetime, it has attracted
Canadian and international papers of high quality from a variety of AI research
areas. All papers submitted to the conference received at least three indepen-
dent reviews. Approximately one third were accepted for plenary presentation
at the conference. The best paper of the conference will be invited to appear in
Computational Intelligence.

This year, we have some innovations in the format of the conference. In addi-
tion to the plenary presentations of the 24 accepted papers, organized in topical
sessions, we have a session devoted to short presentations of the accepted po-
sters, and a graduate symposium session. With this format, we hope to increase
the level of interaction and to make the experience even more interesting and en-
joyable to all the participants. The graduate symposium is sponsored by AAAI,
who provided funds to partially cover the expenses of the participating students.

Many people contributed to the success of this conference. The members
of the program committee coordinated the refereeing of all submitted papers.
They also made several recommendations that contributed to other aspects of
the program. The referees provided reviews of the submitted technical papers;
their efforts were irreplaceable in ensuring the quality of the accepted papers.
Our thanks also go to Howard Hamilton and Bob Mercer for their invaluable
help in organizing the conference. We also acknowledge the help we received
from Alfred Hofmann and others at Springer-Verlag.

Lastly, we are pleased to thank all participants. You are the ones who make
all this effort worthwhile!

June 2001 Eleni Stroulia, Stan Matwin
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