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PREFACE

The justification for a monograph on Rufinus will not be im-
mediately apparent to all; the work being done, I ask myself
what it may have been.

Some preliminary study of him was necessary a decade ago in
order to make sure that he should not be included in ‘The
Garland of Philip’; I made sure of that, and by the way found
myself attracted to him, partly because nobody else has ever
been, and partly because he seemed to me a talented but
inscrutable writer, hard to place within any historical context.

The only continuous commentary on his poems by a scholar
is that of C. F. W. Jacobs, published without much passion in
18o1. Since then the world has not much troubled itself about
him or even cared to make his acquaintance. Five perfunctory
lines suffice for him in Schmid-Stahlin; Lesky has no room for
him; Kiithner—-Gerth’s single reference to him is misplaced; the
writer of a column on him in Pauly-Wissowa in 1931 must have
had his mind on other topics.

And yet Rufinus is a lively and amusing author, above the
average of the Anthology’s contributors in the Christian era.
There is much originality in his themes; his style is colourful
and generally pleasing; a few hideous blunders increase interest
in him. He is not much like anybody else in the Anthology; and
his date is so uncertain that half a millennium is required to
cover the range of guesses.

He was, in short, a total blank in my (or anyone else’s) know-
ledge of the poets of the Anthology; and that, I suppose, is why
I have spent a couple of years in his company.

I am much indebted to Professor F.H. Sandbach and
Dr R. D. Dawe, who read a tiresome typescript and corrected
the proofs; they suggested a number of improvements, all
thankfully received.

Tarset, Northumberland D.L.P.
October 1977
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