
The Transformation of Edinburgh
Land,Property and Trust in the Nineteenth Century

This clear and lucid study explores the physical transformation of
Edinburgh in the nineteenth century. It is based on a formidable amount
of new archival research and is enriched with fascinating illustrative
material. In a powerful analysis of how the law adapted to the new possi-
bilities for profit created by urbanisation, Richard Rodger examines how
the city of Edinburgh was transformed in the nineteenth century. A
modern form of ‘feudalism’, he argues, was invented. It was the financial
implications of this ‘feuing’ system, rather than an early form of town
planning, that contributed much to the development of the Edinburgh
New Town and, more significantly, to the character of urban develop-
ment in nineteenth-century urban Scotland.

Richard Rodger shows how the Church of Scotland, famous schools
and educational endowments, as well as private trusts and small
investors, all contributed to and benefited from urban expansion. He
also explains how interconnected rural and urban interests were with
revenue from the countryside recycled through urban property incomes.
These and other relationships associated with the building of the city are
explored at various levels, including a study of the largest builder in
Edinburgh, James Steel, in a rags to riches, bankruptcy to baronetcy
story that unveils how the process of urban development actually took
place.

Despite its genteel New Town and ‘douce’ suburbs Edinburgh,
known locally as ‘Auld Reekie’ for its polluted atmosphere, experienced
both environmental damage and congested living conditions. In the final
section, Richard Rodger explores civic efforts to address these concerns.
He also examines the achievements of a working men’s co-operative to
provide ‘colonies’ of houses in an innovative attempt to improve urban
lifestyles. And, in an ethnological approach, the adornment and decora-
tion of the tenement is examined in the context of ego, myth and
national identity.

Historians – whether political, urban, economic, social or legal – will
find challenging new insights here which have a resonance far beyond
the confines of one city.
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ACC accession number
BS Building Society
DGC Dean of Guild Court
ECA Edinburgh City Archives
ECBC Edinburgh Co-operative Building Company
ECL Edinburgh Central Library, Edinburgh Room
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RS Register of Sasines
SL Search List, Edinburgh City Archives
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