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The aim of this study is to show that the Evangelists consciously
set out to distinguish Jesus’ time from their own. Professor Lemcio
thus highlights the literary skill of the Evangelists, and draws
attention to the sophisticated relationship between idiom and time
which the gospels exhibit. He argues that the gospels are not essen-
tially or primarily expansions of Christian oral proclamation
represented elsewhere in the New Testament. Kerygmatic expres-
sions of ‘‘faith’’ found outside of the gospels were not projected
back on to the narrative: the Evangelists do not write with such
explicit self-consciousness.
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