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PREFACE

The observation that Luke—Acts contains a political component is, of
course, not new. More than 250 years ago C. A. Heumann argued that
Luke’s two volumes were written ‘as an apology for the Christian religion’
to be presented to a Roman magistrate named Theophilus.! Through the
‘storm center’ and ‘shifting sands’ of recent Lucan research this aspect

of Luke’s writing has remained a strong rampart.2 Though the analysis
and interpretation of the political material in Luke—Acts has varied from
scholar to scholar, the premise that Luke has presented an apologia pro
ecclesia is constantly in the background. Those who are uneasy about the
content, context, and objective of Luke’s political apologetic conclude
either that Luke has made an inconsistent apologia pro ecclesia or that
apologetic concerns did not motivate him at all.®

Like others, I struggled with the problems raised by the Lucan apologia
until it occurred to me that perhaps the premise was ‘upside-down’; I
had been reflecting on Acts 17:6 at the time. Could Luke rather have
presented an apologia pro imperio to the early church? Reading Luke—
Acts with this perspective in mind does clear away many of the problems
consistently encountered in the traditional understanding of Luke’s
political apologetic.

In this book I shall review the development of the traditional perspective
(Chapter 1), then raise three questions (Chapter 2): If Luke presents an
apologia pro ecclesia, why does he include so much material that is politi-
cally damaging to the Christian cause? How does Luke handle the anti-
Roman sentiment expressed in his sources? Are there passages in Luke—
Acts that not only indicate a pro-Roman bias, but suggest an apologia pro
imperio? 1 answer the last question in the affirmative, a conclusion sup-
ported by an investigation of the text of Luke—Acts, particularly the trials
of Jesus (Chapter 3) and Paul (Chapter 4).

Luke’s pro-Roman perspective suggested to his readers that the institu-
tions of church and empire are coeval and complementary. According to
this perspective, the Christian church and the Roman empire need not

ix
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Preface X

fear nor suspect each other, for God stands behind both institutions
giving to each the power and the authority to carry out his will. That the
Christian church survived that first crucial century may be due in large
measure to the cautious wisdom of Luke in this regard (Chapter 5).

I wish to express my gratitude to my friends and colleagues at Colgate
Rochester Divinity School, Duke University, and the University of
Rochester who assisted, supported, and encouraged me in this work. I am
deeply indebted to Professor Franklin W. Young of Duke University,
whose sage counsel and criticism have been as valuable to me as his
personal warmth and understanding.

I am particularly grateful to Professor R. McLachlan Wilson and Profes-
sor Margaret E. Thrall who carefully guided this book through its final, but
most critical stage. Whatever strengths one finds in this work reflect the
wisdom of my mentors and editors; its weaknesses are my own.

My thanks also to President Robert Sproull, Provost Richard O’Brien,
and Dr Clifford Reifler of the University of Rochester who granted me the
time necessary to write my final draft, and to Mrs Rebecca Hurysz, my
secretary, who calmly prepared that draft in spite of my mounting anxiety
and deteriorating scrawl.

Finally, without the distracting playfulness of my daughter Rachel this
work might have progressed faster, but it would have been far less enjoyable;
and without the affection and encouragement of my wife Maxine the work
might never have been done at all.

Paul W. Walaskay
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