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From reality TV’s fascination with the ordinary to the extraordinary world
of pornography online, new media technologies and genres are confronting
us with fresh ethical challenges that blur the boundaries between the pro-
ducer and the consumer, the amateur and the professional, the private and
the public.

Cash for Comment, Murdoch versus the Rabbitohs, payola in the food
media and the high cost of a free lunch, the Wild West world of web journal-
ism, advertising as entertainment — tackling these issues requires new ways
of understanding media ethics.

Using accessible case studies and provocative interviews with some of
Australia’s foremost media practitioners — including Margo Kingston's reflec-
tions on online media, John Safran on media pranksterism, Mike Carlton on
the ongoing issue of ‘Cash for Comment’ and Maxine McKew on the future
of journalism - Remote Control is essential reading for anyone interested
in the state of debate about media ethics in Australia.

As academics who write regularly in the mainstream media, the editors,
Catharine Lumby and Elspeth Probyn, demonstrate that an intelligent and
engaged discussion of these issues is vital to navigating the ethical dilemmas
of our new mediascape.

Catharine Lumby is Associate Professor of Media Studies and Director
of the Media and Communications Program, University of Sydney.

Elspeth Probyn is Professor of Gender Studies, University of Sydney.
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