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This book examines a range of nineteenth-century European
accounts from the Pacific, depicting Polynesian responses to
imported metropolitan culture, in particular its technologies
of writing and print. Texts designed to present self-affirming
images of ‘native’ wonderment at European culture in fact
betray the emergence of more complex modes of appropria-
tion and interrogation by Pacific peoples. Vanessa Smith
argues that Pacific islanders called into question the material
basis and symbolic capacities of writing, even as they were first
being framed in written representations. Examining accounts
by beachcombers and missionaries, she suggests that complex
modes of self-authorisation informed the transmission of new
cultural practices to Pacific peoples. This shift of attention
towards reception and appropriation provides the context for
a detailed discussion of Robert Louis Stevenson’s late Pacific
writings. The book argues that these texts can only be properly
assessed as the products of a complex, cross-cultural interac-
tion which throws into question assumptions about the unidi-
rectional influence of metropolitan upon peripheral cultures.
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Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields
for interdisciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century,
scholars and critics have tracked the intersections and tensions between
Victorian literature and the visual arts, politics, social organization, eco-
nomic life, technical innovations, scientific thought — in short, culture in
its broadest sense. In recent years, theoretical challenges and historio-
graphical shifts have unsettled the assumptions of previous scholarly syn-
theses and called into question the terms of older debates. Whereas the
tendency in much past literary critical interpretation was to use the
metaphor of culture as ‘background’, feminist, Foucauldian, and other
analyses have employed more dynamic models that raise questions of
power and of circulation. Such developments have reanimated the field.

This series aims to accommodate and promote the most interesting
work being undertaken on the frontiers of the field of nineteenth-
century literary studies: work which intersects fruitfully with other fields
of study such as history, or literary theory, or the history of science.
Comparative as well as interdisciplinary approaches are welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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The impediment of tongues was one that
I particularly over-estimated.

Robert Louis Stevenson, In the South Seas

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022983
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521022983 - Literary Culture and the Pacific: Nineteenth-Century Textual Encounters
Vanessa Smith

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
Lust of illustrations page xi
Acknowledgements Xiii
Introduction: acts of reading 1
1 ‘A gift of fabrication’: the beachcomber as bricoleur 18
2 Lip service and conversion 53
3 ‘Other people’s books’: Stevenson’s Pacific travels 101
4 Piracy and exchange: Stevenson’s Pacific fiction 145
5 In the press of events: Stevenson’s Pacific history 192
After-word: ‘the impediment of tongues’ 235
Notes 244
Bibliography 271
Index 293

X

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022983
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521022983 - Literary Culture and the Pacific: Nineteenth-Century Textual Encounters
Vanessa Smith

Frontmatter

More information

IHllustrations

PLATES

1. ‘Mr Mariner in the Costume of the Tonga Islands’,

frontispiece to John Martin, An Account of the Natives of

the Tonga Islands, in the South Pacific Ocean: with an

original grammar and vocabulary of their language. Comp.

and arranged from the extensive communications of Mr

William Mariner, several years resident in those islands, 2nd

edition, London: John Murray, 1818. Reproduced by

permission of the Syndics of the Cambridge University

Library. page 34
2. ‘A Chieftain of Tongataboo’, frontispiece to James

Orange, Narrative of the Late George Vason, of Nottingham,

Derby: Henry Mozley, 1840. Engraved by H. Wilkins.

Reproduced by permission of the Syndics of the

Cambridge University Library. 48
3. ‘Heathen Raw Material’, from George Cousins, From

Island to Island in the South Seas: or The Work of a

Missionary Ship, 2nd edition, London: London

Missionary Society, 1894, p. 86. Reproduced by

permission of the National Library, Canberra. 84
4. ‘Christian Teachers (Ruatoka and his Wife)’, from

George Cousins, From Island to Island in the South Seas:

or The Work of a Missionary Ship, 2nd edition, London:

London Missionary Society, 1894, p. 87. Reproduced by

permission of the National Library, Canberra. 85
5. Malietoa Laupepa, PX Agg no. g7, Mitchell Library,

Sydney. Reproduced by permission of the Mitchell

Library, State Library of New South Wales. 198
6. Tupua Tamasese, PX Agg no. gg, Mitchell Library,

xi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022983
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521022983 - Literary Culture and the Pacific: Nineteenth-Century Textual Encounters
Vanessa Smith

Frontmatter

More information

xii List of illustrations

Sydney. Reproduced by permission of the Mitchell

Library, State Library of New South Wales. 200
7. Mata’afa Iosefo, PX Agg no. g8, Mitchell Library,

Sydney. Reproduced by permission of the Mitchell

Library, State Library of New South Wales. 202
8. ‘Eating the Mail’, from Mrs Jane S. Warren, The Morning

Star: history of the children’s missionary vessel, and of the

Marquesan and Micronesian Missions, Boston: American

Tract Society, 1860, p. 255. Reproduced by permission

of the National Library, Canberra. 286
9. ‘Interior of the Chapel’, from J. P. Sunderland and A.

Buzacott, Mission Life in the Islands of the Pacific, London:

John Snow, 1866, p. 62. Reproduced by permission of

the Syndics of the Cambridge University Library. 237

MAP

1. A map to illustrate Robert Louis Stevenson’s life in the
South Seas, from In the South Seas: Being an Account of
Experiences and Observations in the Marquesas, Paumotus,
and Gilbert Islands in the Course of Two Cruises, on the Yacht
‘Casco’ (1888) and the Schooner ‘Equator’ (1889), London:
William Heinemann, 1924. 102—3

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022983
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521022983 - Literary Culture and the Pacific: Nineteenth-Century Textual Encounters
Vanessa Smith

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

I have been able to draw on the criticisms and encouragement of
a number of people in writing this book. Gillian Beer has sup-
ported the project from its inception and her advice and enthusi-
asm have been invaluable. Nicholas Thomas generously shared his
knowledge of Pacific exchange practices, and suggested many
helpful improvements on early drafts. Vivian Smith provided me
with innumerable new points of reference. Markman Ellis read
lots of versions lots of times, with patience and insight.

I would also like to thank, for their comments on all or parts of
the work, for the input of their ideas, and for their friendship,
Sybille Smith, Gabrielle Smith, Nicholas Smith, Sybil Olsen, Peter
Wilson, James Mackenzie, Winifred Amaturo, Adrian Poole, Tony
Tanner, Maud Ellmann, Peter de Bolla, Marilyn Strathern, David
Richards, Sue Benson, Margaret Harris, Penny Fielding, George
Pattison and Francis West. I am grateful to King’s College,
Cambridge for electing me to a Junior Research Fellowship in
1994, which allowed me to complete the manuscript in a warm
interdisciplinary environment. Grants from the King’s College
Research Fund enabled me to explore archival and cultural
resources in Australia, New Zealand, Samoa and Tonga. The
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library and the Whitney
Humanities Center at Yale invited me to present some of this mate-
rial at a Robert Louis Stevenson centenary conference in October
1994, and funded a period of research among the Stevenson
archives. In particular I would like to thank Vincent Giroud,
curator of modern books and manuscripts, for his generosity and
assistance. I must thank the librarians and staff of Cambridge
University Library, the British Library, Princeton University
Library, the State Library of New South Wales, the Mitchell
Library, Sydney, the National Library, Canberra, and the

xiii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022983
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521022983 - Literary Culture and the Pacific: Nineteenth-Century Textual Encounters
Vanessa Smith

Frontmatter

More information

xiv Acknowledgements

Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, for their efforts in locat-
ing material and for permission to reproduce illustrations. Finally,
thanks to Josie Dixon and Hilary Hammond at Cambridge
University Press for editorial guidance.

Some material from chapter 1 has previously appeared as
‘Crusoe in the South Seas: Beachcombers, Missionaries and the
Myth of the Castaway’, in Lieve Spaas and Brian Stimpson (eds.),
Robinson Crusoe: myths and metamorphoses, London: Macmillan,

1996.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022983
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

