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PREFACE

This book provides an overview of research into the design of argumenta-
tion software. The focus is on defeasible argumentation as it occurs in the
law. This book reports on interdisciplinary research, and I hope that not
only researchers in the field of artificial intelligence and law, but also legal
theorists, argumentation theorists and interested lawyers will be able to find
their way through the material.

The research was funded by ITeR, the National Programme for Law and
Information Technology (project numbers 014-37-112 and 014-38-708) and
was carried out at the Faculty of Law of the Universiteit Maastricht. I would
like to thank Jaap Hage and Bram Roth for their comments on a draft of this
text. Earlier versions of much of the material in this book have been pre-
sented elsewhere, mostly in workshops and conferences (see the references
in the text). An abridged and adapted version of the text, entitled ‘Artificial
argument assistants for defeasible argumentation’, has been published in
Artificial Intelligence, in a special issue on artificial intelligence and law
(Verheij 2003b).

Groningen, September 2004 Bart VERHEU
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