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Luke-Acts contains two short formal prefaces unlike anything else in the
New Testament, and this is a study of the literary background of these
prefaces. After surveying the different types of preface in ancient Greek
literature, Dr Alexander concludes that the closest parallels to Luke’s are to
be found in Greek scientific and technical manuals of the hellenistic and
Roman periods. This has important consequences for our understanding of
the literary genre of Luke’s Gospel and Acts, and casts new light on the
social context of the author and the book’s first readers.
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The refinement of our historical sense chiefly means that we
keep it properly complicated. History, like science and art,
involves abstraction: we abstract certain events from others
and we make this particular abstraction with an end in
view, we make it to serve some purpose of our will. Try as
we may, we cannot, as we write history, escape our purpo-
siveness. Nor, indeed, should we try to escape, for purpose
and meaning are the same thing. But in pursuing our
purpose, in making our abstractions, we must be aware of
what we are doing; we ought to have it fully in mind that
our abstraction is not perfectly equivalent to the infinite
complication of events from which we have abstracted. 1
should like to suggest a few ways in which those of us who
are literary scholars can give our notion of history an
appropriate complication.

Lionel Trilling, The Sense of the Past (1970), p. 194
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