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The next thousand years may be expected...to con-
centrate on the third article [of the Creed], namely to
wrestle with the task of revealing God in society. The
double concern of this epoch will be the revivification of
all dead branches of the single human race, and the re-
inspiration of all mechanized portions of the single human
life. Since the successive stages of an individual’s bio-
graphy and the shifting demands of industrialized
society both involve us in a repeated change of roles, the
breath of life must be allowed to take hold of us again
and again with original renewing power, lest whole
drab stretches of life and of mankind remain uninspired.
The history of the Church and the history of the world
will have to be matched by a history of all mankind.
And who is man? The being which can be inspired.

Eugen Rosenstock-Huessy, The Christian Future or
The Modern Mind Outrun. New York (1946), page 116.
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PREFACE

In the course of writing this book I have received help and
encouragement from many people.

I am indebted first to McGill University and the Governors of
United Theological College, Montreal, who granted me a
sabbatical leave for the second half of session 1966—7. Dr John
C. Kirby undertook the work of the New Testament depart-
ment during my absence, and Dr J. Arthur Boorman acted as
Principal of United Theological College.

The Faculty Fellowships Commission of the American
Association of Theological Schools awarded me a stipend to
enable me to study and write in Jerusalem and Rome, and this
was much appreciated.

In Jerusalem I had helpful discussions with several scholars,
and I wish to mention in particular Professor David Flusser of
the Hebrew University. He welcomed me to his seminar and
made many stimulating suggestions on the subject of the spirit
and the paraclete in the Gospel of John.

During our stay in Rome, where the first draft of the book
was completed, I was warmly welcomed to the Waldensian
Theological Faculty by Dean Vinay and his staff. The Faculty
librarians, Professor Alberto Soggin and Signora Soggin, met
all my requests most graciously. Of others who made our stay
in Romeenjoyable and fruitful I must mention the Reverend and
Mrs Alexander MacLean of the Church of Scotland, for their
hospitality was boundless.

I have also to acknowledge considerable and always ready
assistance from Miss Norma Johnston and her colleagues in
Divinity Hall library, McGill University. Much of the typing
required has been done by Mrs R.de la Ronde and my
secretary, Mrs Harold Kennedy.

For useful criticisms and suggestions I have specially to
thank Professor C. F. D. Moule, Dr Robin Wilson, and
Professor Matthew Black, the General Editor of the New
Testament Monograph series.
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PREFACE

It is a particular pleasure for me that the book is published
by the Cambridge University Press, and I wish to express to all
its staff my appreciation of their careful work and very
generous assistance.

In every place and in every way my chief gratitude must be
to my wife, to whom this volume is affectionately dedicated.

GEORGE JOHNSTON
Montreal, Canada
August 1968
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ABBREVIATIONS

Qumran Scrolls  As in D. Barthélemy and J. T.
Milik, Discoveries in the Fudacan Desert I:
Qumran Cave 1, 1955.

Abbreviations for the books of the Old Testament, New Testa-
ment, Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha, rabbinic and early

Christian literature, Philo and Josephus, follow the standard
practice.
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