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Hebrews 12.1-13 portrays the suffering of the community to which it is
addressed by means of two images: an athletic contest, and God’s fatherly
discipline. N. Clayton Croy provides a thorough exploration of the theme
of suffering in the Jewish and Greco-Roman traditions, and surveys the
different interpretations of this passage which have been offered by Chris-
tian writers over the centuries. He argues that the concept of “training”
unites the passage, which presents Jesus as the supreme athlete, an agonistic
exemplar for those running the race. This section of Hebrews also supports
a non-punitive understanding of discipline, in which God’s children under-
go a positive process of education. The educative notion of paideia com-
bines with images of athletic training to establish a call to faithful endur-
ance rather than repentance. This book concludes with several theological
reflections on the relationship between sin, suffering, and eschatology. A
wide-ranging bibliography allows the interested reader to pursue questions
further.
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