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The fall of Ibáñez and the months of turbulence 221
Alessandri’s second presidency, 1932–38 226

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521534844 - A History of Chile, 1808-2002 - Second Edition
Simon Collier and William F. Sater
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521534844
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents xi

PART IV Industrial advance and the dawn of mass politics,
1930s–1960s 235

9 The Radicals, the General of Hope, and the Lion’s Son,
1938–64 237

Pedro Aguirre Cerda, 1938–41 240
Juan Antonio Rı́os, 1942–46 243
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Preface to the Second Edition

For this second edition of the book originally entitled A History of Chile
1808–1994 (Cambridge, 1996), we have added a new final chapter, to take
account of developments since 1990 in a broad sweep, and we have made
some minor revisions to the rest of the text to correct a few factual errors and
to update the story. Our aim in this book is to present a general account of
Chile’s history as an independent nation-state for English-language readers,
although we hope that Chileans, too, will enjoy it. It is our firm belief
that the main task of writing Chilean history belongs to Chileans. Yet
we also believe that a fresh eye can sometimes be cast over the changing
Chilean scene from outside, and hopefully our effort has been worthwhile.
As foreigners, we can never claim the intimate knowledge of Chilean society
and culture that Chileans themselves grow up with, but we have both had
a long personal connection with the country, going back to the presidency
of the unforgettable Jorge Alessandri, and this book expresses, we trust,
our strong affection for Chile and the Chileans. We have both enormously
enjoyed Chile’s undoubted charm, its scenery, its literature, its music, its
people’s notable humor, and, not least, its admirable wines – the finest, our
upper nasal cavities tell us, in the Americas. Our lives have been enriched
and sometimes frustrated by Chilean virtues and failings. We hope that
something of this is communicated to the reader.

In writing the book, we wanted to combine a basic narrative of political
events (bearing in mind A. J. P. Taylor’s remark that the historian’s first
duty is “to answer the child’s question ‘What happened next?’”)1 with de-
scriptions of the broader economic and social tendencies that have molded
Chilean life and that underlie the outward “story.” Our panoramic (and
doubtless very incomplete) economic and social overviews for the mid-
nineteenth century (Chapter 4) and the mid-twentieth (Chapter 10) are
supplemented by shorter overviews for the so-called Parliamentary period
(a section in Chapter 7) and for the end of the twentieth century (a section
in Chapter 14). Three short sections on “culture” at different phases are

1 A. J. P. Taylor, A Personal History (London, 1984), p. 301.
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xvi Preface to the Second Edition

included in Chapters 7, 10, and 14. We are only too aware of what we have
had to leave out. There is so much more that we could have said, especially
about the vast anonymous production of that intangible, unquantifiable
quality, “national character.” It stems, no doubt, from Chile’s long isola-
tion in colonial times, during which Chileans, distinctive members of the
great Hispanic family, devised their own ways of doing things, their own
idiosyncratic form of the Spanish language, their own highly developed
sense of humor. Little of this can be dealt with in a history book of this
kind, which has mostly to deal with what can most simply be termed na-
tional performance. On this score, we are sure that Chileans have more than
a little of which to be proud. Despite setbacks, some of them serious and
prolonged, their story over the past two centuries has generally been one of
progress and improvement. By the same token, we have no wish to present
an idealized or “Whig” version of Chile’s past. Our duty as historians is to
tell the truth as we see it – warts and all.

Footnotes in this book are confined to (1) sources of quotations, except
where these are so well known for referencing to be pointless, (2) references
for unusual facts that might seem to need them, and (3) minor points
of explanation or elaboration that do not belong in the main text. We
have provided a note on further reading (emphasizing English-language
materials), a glossary of Spanish terms, and a list of acronyms and initialisms,
of which, in our era of alphabet soup, there are far too many. As a matter
of principle, we use (where they exist) the time-honored English forms
for South American names. The classic cases here are Valparaiso, always
properly spelled in English without its Spanish accent, and River Plate, not
Rı́o de la Plata.
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Postscript

Regrettably, Simon Collier unexpectedly succumbed to cancer in February
2003. As much as Simon loved fine wine and the tango, he loved Chile
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xviii Preface to the Second Edition

more. His loss is a personal tragedy for me, his colleagues at Vanderbilt,
particularly Professors Michael Bess, Marshall Eakin, and Jane Lander, as
well as his many friends in Chile, Great Britain, and the United States.

W. F. S.
Beverly Hills, California

March 2003
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A note on geography

Nobody who looks at the map of the western hemisphere can fail to be
struck by the unusual shape of the Republic of Chile. “The worst-located
and worst-shaped nation on the planet” – this verdict by the Argentine
writer Ezequiel Martı́nez Estrada1 is no doubt exaggerated. Yet there is
no denying that the country is about 2,600 miles (4,200 kilometers)
long and on average about 90 miles (140 kilometers) wide, and hence
indisputably una larga y angosta faja de tierra, a long thin sash of land, as
Chileans themselves often say. How the sash came to be so long is part of
the story unfolded in this book.

In area (292,257 square miles/756,946 square kilometers) Chile is
somewhat larger than either France or Texas, but it stretches out across
no less than thirty-eight degrees of latitude, its southernmost point,
Horn Island (where the cape is), lying almost exactly on the 56th parallel.
Thus part of Chile falls inside the tropics, and part is the closest continen-
tal land on earth to the snowy expanse of Antarctica, a section of which
is claimed by Chile. So large a span of latitude is bound to contain great
variations in climate. In the desert north there is scarcely any rainfall;
Santiago, the capital, has what is often called “Mediterranean” weather;
in the south the dampness is of British or Irish proportions; the southern-
most part of Chile is as windy as New Zealand. Arid deserts, valley-oases,
tranquil green pastures, rain-forests, mountain-framed lakes, icy glaciers,
rocky archipelagos – the range of scenery is also impressive, and the
scenery itself often a delight to the eye.

Geographers sometimes divide the republic into zones, slicing the map
along lines of latitude – Desert Chile, Mediterranean Chile, Forest Chile,
and so on. We avoid this terminology in our book, although certain
commonly used expressions will recur: Norte Grande (“the greater
North”), Norte Chico (“lesser North”), Central Valley, South, Far South.
A basic, underlying physical configuration is common to all zones,
though sometimes disguised. To the east the skyline is always dominated

1 Radiografı́a de la pampa, 8th ed. (Buenos Aires, 1976), p. 81.
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General sketch map of Chile
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A note on geography xxi

by the huge Cordillera of the Andes, whose highest peak, Aconcagua
(23,000 feet/7,000 meters), rises on the Chilean-Argentine border less
than 100 miles from Santiago. To the west, of course, there is the ocean:
its specks of land include Easter Island, Chile’s toehold in Polynesia
(spontaneously annexed by a naval officer in 1888), fully five hours in a
jet airliner from the South American mainland. Immediately behind the
coast for much (though not all) of the length of the country there rises a
coastal cordillera, much lower than the main Andean chain, but in places
(near Santiago, for instance) rising to elevations of more than 6,000 feet.
(The wild Cordillera de Nahuelbuta, the section of this lesser chain to
the south of Concepción, is a bit lower.) At around 42◦S., some 600 miles
south of Santiago, the coastal range sinks beneath the sea, reappearing
above the water farther south to form islands such as Chiloé. Between the
two ranges there lies a shallow depression. In the Norte Chico this is
broken up by hills and river-valleys; in the Norte Grande it is more a
sloping shelf connecting the coastal range (here rising in huge cliffs
straight from the ocean) to the main Cordillera. Between Santiago (33◦S.)
and Puerto Montt (42◦S.), however, a continuous series of intermontane
basins forms the so-called valle central or Central Valley, the northern half
of which, the 300 or so miles between Santiago and Concepción, has been
the true Chilean heartland for more than four centuries. The South can
be said to begin roughly at the latitude of Concepción, and the Far South
somewhere below Chiloé.

The first Europeans to be seen and heard in any part of what is now Chile
were Ferdinand Magellan and the members of his expedition, some of
whom were later to complete the first circumnavigation of the globe. In
October and November 1520 three of Magellan’s ships made their way
through the straits now bearing his name (a distance of 310 nautical
miles) and out into the ocean Magellan decided (in hopes of a calm
crossing) to call the Pacific. This event, whatever its intrinsic interest,
has no real connection with the story of Chile. It was not until Francisco
Pizarro’s conquest of the Inca empire of Peru in the early 1530s that the
Spaniards (now sweeping across the newly named American continent in
the most spectacular and ruthless invasion the continent has ever experi-
enced) mounted their first incursion into Chile (1536), with an expedition
led by Diego de Almagro, Pizarro’s principal lieutenant. Almagro’s men
beat a retreat to Peru after reconnoitering a part of the Central Valley. In
1540 the Spanish conquistadors returned to Chile. This time they came
to stay.
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