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PREFACE

My interest in Hebrews was first aroused when I read the commentary by
Professor F.F. Bruce in connection with undergraduate theological studies.
It was therefore a great privilege for me to pursue my study of Hebrews at
a postgraduaie level under his supervision. His many writings and personal
example have continued to challenge me, and I am especially grateful to
him for the many hours spent in personal consultation over my work.
This book is the modification of a doctoral dissertation accepted by the
University of Manchester in 1978.

The research was made possible financially by the granting to me of the
Joan Augusta Mackenzie Travelling Scholarship, by various provisions of
the Principal and Executive Committee of Moore Theological College and
by the awarding of a Research Studentship in Theology through the
University of Manchester. To the relevant authorities in each case I offer
again my sincere thanks.

I want to express my thanks to the editors of this Monograph Series for
the many helpful suggestions made in connection with the revision of my
thesis for publication. Dr Peter O’Brien was kind enough to read through
the manuscript of this book, making helpful suggestions and pointing out
errors. I would also like to record my appreciation of the typing assistance
given by Mrs Margaret Kirton, Mrs Sue Westwood, Miss Lynda Graham and
Miss Elizabeth Lockrey during various stages of the revision.

The work is dedicated to my wife and children, who have lived for so
long in its shadow. During the period of research and writing and then
during the revision, they have been a continual source of encouragement
to me. Doubtless, they rejoice in the completion of the work and in my
release from preoccupation with the project more than I do!

David Peterson
July, 1980
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