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Noble affinities were the essence of power in sixteenth-century France. This is the first book
to analyse the development of a noble following during the whole course of the Wars of
Religion and the first substantial study of the Guise — the most powerful family of the period
— to appear this century.

The Guise, champions of the catholic cause, were the largest landowners in Normandy
and used the province — the wealthiest in France — as a base for their support of catholicism
in the British Isles. The family exploited religious dissension to build a formidable ultra-
catholic party in Normandy which ultimately challenged the monarchy. This study breaks
new ground by illuminating the relationship between high politics and popular confessional
solidarities, especially the rise of radical catholicism. It exploits new archival sources to
consider all groups in political society, reinterpreting court politics and discussing groups
usually excluded from the traditional political narrative, such as the peasantry.
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A note on usage

Dates are in the old style until the calendar reform of 1583, except that the year is
presumed to have begun on 1 January. French words have been italicised except for
titles and commonly used words, such as parlement. I have retained the original
orthography in order to convey the flavour of the language, adding accents and
punctuation where necessary.

The capital value of rentes in Rouen was ten times the purchase value and paid 10
per cent interest per annum. In Paris capital value was twelve times the purchise
value and yielded 8.33 per cent per annum. The écu fluctuated in value. For
accounting purposes in the later sixteenth century it was worth 3 lvres tournois (I).
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