
Vienna and the Fall of the Habsburg Empire

Maureen Healy examines the collapse of the Habsburg Empire from the
perspective of everyday life in the capital city. She argues that a striking
feature of “total war” on the home front was the spread of a war mentality
to the mundane sites of everyday life – streets, shops, schools, entertain-
ment venues and apartment buildings. While Habsburg armies waged
military campaigns on distant fronts, Viennese civilians (women, chil-
dren, and “left-at-home” men) waged a protracted, socially devastating
war against one another. Vienna’s multi-ethnic population lived together
in conditions of severe material shortage and faced near starvation by
1917. The city fell into civilian mutiny before the state collapsed in
1918. Based on meticulous archival research, including citizens’ letters
to state authorities, the study offers a new and penetrating look at
Habsburg citizenship by showing how ordinary women, men and chil-
dren conceived of “Austria” in the Empire’s final years.
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Emmanuel Sivan Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Robert Wohl University of California, Los Angeles

In recent years the field of modern history has been enriched by the exploration of
two parallel histories. These are the social and cultural history of armed conflict,
and the impact of military events on social and cultural history.

Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare presents the
fruits of this growing area of research, reflecting both the colonization of military
history by cultural historians and the reciprocal interest of military historians in
social and cultural history, to the benefit of both. The series offers the latest schol-
arship in European and non-European events from the 1850s to the present day.

For a list of titles in the series, please see end of book.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521831245 - Vienna and the Fall of the Habsburg Empire: Total War and Everyday Life
in World War I - Maureen Healy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521831245


Vienna and the Fall of the
Habsburg Empire
Total War and Everyday Life in World War I

Maureen Healy
Oregon State University

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521831245 - Vienna and the Fall of the Habsburg Empire: Total War and Everyday Life
in World War I - Maureen Healy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521831245


         
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

  
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge, CB2 2RU, UK
40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011-4211, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia
Ruiz de Alarcón 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain
Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town 8001, South Africa

http://www.cambridge.org

C© Maureen Healy 2004

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and
to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2004

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

Typeface Plantin 10/12 pt System LATEX 2ε [TB]

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data

Healy, Maureen.
Vienna and the fall of the Habsburg Empire : total war and everyday life in
World War I / Maureen Healy.

p. cm. – (Studies in the social and cultural history of modern warfare ; 17)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0-521-83124-5
1. World War, 1914–1918 – Austria – Vienna. 2. World War, 1914–1918 –
Social aspects – Austria – Vienna. 3. World War, 1914–1918 – Psychological
aspects. 4. War and society – Austria – Vienna. 5. Vienna (Austria) – Social
conditions – 20th century. 6. Vienna (Austria) – Politics and government –
20th century. I. Title. II. Series.
D539.7.A9H43 2004
943.6′130442–dc22 2003063548

ISBN 0 521 83124 5 hardback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521831245 - Vienna and the Fall of the Habsburg Empire: Total War and Everyday Life
in World War I - Maureen Healy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521831245


For my parents, Ingrid and Jack Lynch.
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HHStA Haus-, Hof-, und Staatsarchiv
JMH Journal of Modern History
KA Kriegsarchiv
KM Kriegsministerium
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