Cambridge University Press
0521612004 - The Archaeology of Rank
Paul K. Wason

Frontmatter

More information

Whether uncovering the social order of a specific time and place, or
addressing the grand questions of social history, we often find
ourselves doing archaeology. While other fields (ethnography, prima-
tology and women’s studies) have much to offer, especially in
developing models of what life in the past might reasonably have
entailed, archaeology’s contribution is distinctive in addressing more
directly what life was like. Such a claim does not just depend on lots of
data, but on reliable means of discerning hierarchy from this data.

This book contends that despite traditional doubts, practical
limitations, and contemporary critiques, a rigorous social archaeology
is indeed possible. The early chapters outline what a productive social
archaeology might look like, covering such issues as the possibility and
prospect of cross-cultural social inference, the central importance of
archaeological theory and of social models, the nature of inequality,
and the extraordinary effects rules for arranging statuses have on the
character of life. The following section of the book offers a systematic
review and critique of cross-cultural correlates of inequality. For
example, the ways in which residential buildings can vary are
summarized and examined for how they might yield insight into a
former status system. In the final chapter these correlates are used to
help answer the question, ‘“Was Catal Hiiyiik a ranked Neolithic town
in Anatolia?”
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