CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
0521557879 - The Great Irish Famine
Cormac O Grada

Frontmatter

More information

The Great Irish Famine

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521557879

Cambridge University Press
0521557879 - The Great Irish Famine
Cormac O Grada

Frontmatter

More information

New Studies in Economic and Social History

Edited for the Economic History Society by
Michael Sanderson
University of East Anglia, Norwich

This series, specially commissioned by the Economic History Society,
provides a guide to the current interpretations of the key themes of
economic and social history in which advances have recently been made or
in which there has been significant debate.

In recent times economic and social history has been one of the most
flourishing areas of historical study. This has mirrored the increasing
relevance of the economic and social sciences both in a student’s choice of
career and in forming a society at large more aware of the importance of
these issues in their everyday lives. Moreover specialist interests in
business, agricultural and welfare history, for example, have themselves
burgeoned and there has been an increased interest in the economic
development of the wider world. Stimulating as these scholarly develop-
ments have been for the specialist, the rapid advance of the subject and the
quantity of new publications make it difficult for the reader to gain an
overview of particular topics, let alone the whole field.

New Studies in Economic and Social History is intended for students and
their teachers. It is designed to introduce them to fresh topics and to
enable them to keep abreast of recent writing and debates. All the books in
the series are written by a recognised authority in the subject, and the
arguments and issues are set out in a critical but unpartisan fashion. The
aim of the series is to survey the current state of scholarship, rather than to
provide a set of prepackaged conclusions.

The series has been edited since its inception in 1968 by Professors
M. W. Flinn, T. C. Smout and L. A. Clarkson, and is currently edited by
Dr Michael Sanderson. From 1968 it was published by Macmillan as
Studies in Economic History, and after 1974 as Studies in Economic and Social
Hisrory. From 1995 New Studies in Economic and Social History is being
published on behalf of the Economic History Society by Cambridge
University Press. This new series includes some of the titles previously
published by Macmillan as well as new titles, and reflects the ongoing
development throughout the world of this rich seam of history.
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Preface

This book follows the format of other works in this series, with two
small differences. The Great Irish Famine is a ‘big’ topic, a
landmark in Irish and world history. Its causes are controversial, its
consequences important wherever the ensuing Irish diaspora
reached. The relevant literature is very large. And so my efforts at
keeping the bibliography within bounds made the number of
footnotes grow and grow. In addition, the Famine is a multi-
disciplinary subject, featuring research by economists, political
scientists, demographers, and historians of diet and agriculture. I
have tried to keep the amount of specialist jargon to a minimum,
but some inevitably has crept in. In order to keep the account
accessible, but without losing all the subtlety of specialized work, I
have added a short glossary of technical terms.

I would like to thank the following for reading earlier drafts of
this work, and for their criticisms and advice: Michael Anderson,
Frank Barry, Leslie Clarkson, Louis Cullen, Fergus D’Arcy, David
Dickson, David Fitzpatrick, Liam Kennedy, Michael Laffan, Joel
Mokyr, Peter Solar, Brendan Walsh, Ron Weir, and Tony
Wrigley. Remaining mistakes are mine alone.

St Patrick’s Day 1988 ) )
Dublin CORMAC O GRADA
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