
Ancient Puebloan Southwest

Ancient Puebloan Southwest traces the evolution of Puebloan society in
the American Southwest from the emergence of the Chaco and Mim-
bres traditions in the AD l000s through the early decades of contact
with the Spanish in the sixteenth century. The book focuses on the
social and political changes that shaped Puebloan people over the cen-
turies, emphasizing how factors internal to society impacted cultural
evolution, even in the face of the challenging environment that charac-
terizes the American Southwest. The underlying argument is that while
the physical environment both provides opportunities and sets limita-
tions to social and political change, even more important evolutionary
forces are the tensions between cooperation and competition for status
and leadership. Although relying primarily on archaeological data, the
book also includes oral histories, historical accounts, and ethnographic
records as it introduces readers to the deep history of the Puebloan
Southwest.
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This series aims to introduce students to early societies that have been
the subject of sustained archaeological research. Each study is also
designed to demonstrate a contemporary method of archaeological
analysis in action, and the authors are all specialists currently engaged
in field research. The books have been planned to cover many of the
same fundamental issues. Tracing long-term developments, and
describing and analyzing a discrete segment in the prehistory or
history of a region, they represent an invaluable tool for comparative
analysis. Clear, well organized, authoritative, and succinct, the case
studies are an important resource for students, and for scholars in
related fields, such as anthropology, ethnohistory, history, and political
science. They also offer the general reader accessible introductions to
important archaeological sites.
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