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The strategic importance of Turkey at the outset of the Second World
War made it inevitable that the newly-born republic should be the
target of covetous glances from every great power. This book provides
the first comprehensive and systematic analysis of Turkish diplomacy
during the conflict, as the Turks successively fended off pressure from
both the Axis and Allied powers to enter the war. The Turkish
position of ‘active neutrality’ was criticised both at the time and
subsequently for its ‘immorality’, but Professor Deringil shows that
Turkey’s own military and political weakness made any other course
of action impractical. Preservation of the nascent Turkish state had to
be the guiding principle behind her foreign policy, and this was
pursued with considerable tactical acumen by diplomats and strat-
egists still, to some extent, versed in the Ottoman tradition.

Based on a wide range of sources in Turkey and elsewhere, Selim
Deringil’s lucid survey is likely to become the standard work on this
important but neglected theme.

Selim Deringil is an Associate Professor in the History Department,
Bogazi¢i University, Istanbul.
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Bir, iki, tigler, yasasin Turkler.

Dort, bes, alti, Polonya batt.

Yedi, sekiz, dokuz, Alman domuz.

On, onbir, oniki, Italya tilki.

Onlg, ondort, onbes, ingiltere Kardes.

One, two, three, the Turks for me.

Four, five, six, Poland’s in a fix.

Seven, eight, nine, Germany’s a swine.

Ten, eleven, twelve, Italy, a fox herself.
Thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, England is a Queen.

Turkish children’s hopscotch rhyme during the Second World War
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