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Preface

Eric Williams’s Capitalism and Slavery (1944) defined the study of
Caribbean history, and its writing affected the course of Carib-
bean history. He initiated modern scholarship on the historical
relation between the British West Indies and Great Britain. The
themes of Capitalism and Slavery remain the themes of Caribbean
history, and current controversies are being debated in the terms
in which Williams posed them. Scholars may agree or disagree
with his ideas, but they remain the starting point of discussion.
Henry Steele Commager’s verdict of 1944—that Capitalism and
Slavery is “‘one of the most learned, most penetrating and most
significant [books] that has appeared in this field of history”—is
still true today.

Any conference on British capitalism and Caribbean slavery
is a conference on the work of Eric Williams. This volume con-
sists of papers originally presented at the Rockefeller Study and
Conference Center at Bellagio, Italy, on May 21-25, 1984. It
honors Eric Williams in the way he would have liked best: by
subjecting to the best modern scholarship from America, Eu-
rope, Africa, and the Caribbean the ideas that he advanced nearly
half a century ago.

We would like to thank the following participants in the confer-
ence for their valuable contributions in discussion and comment:
Roy Augier, Bridget Brereton, William A. Darity, Jr., David
Eltis, Alastair Hennessy, Herbert S. Klein, Patrick O’Brien, Or-
lando Patterson, Robert I. Rotberg, and Paul Sutton.

We would also like to thank the Rockefeller Foundation and
the staff at the Center at Bellagio for making this facility avail-
able. We are grateful for financial assistance to the Amoco Foun-
dation; the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation; and, in Trinidad and To-
bago, to the government of Trinidad and Tobago, Honorable
George Chambers, Prime Minister; Butler’s Limited; National
Commercial Bank; National Energy Corporation; National Flour
Mills; National Petroleum; Trinidad Tesoro Petroleum Com-
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pany, Ltd.; and Yorke Structures Limited. Much of the editing
was completed while Engerman was a Fellow at the Center for
Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford, Califor-
nia, with financial support from the Andrew W. Mellon Foun-
dation as well as support from the National Science Foundation
and the University of Rochester, and Solow was a Research As-
sociate at the W. E. B. DuBois Institute for Afro-American Re-
search of Harvard University. The papers by Barbara L. Solow,
Joseph E. Inikori, David Richardson, Selwyn H. H. Carrington,
Richard S. Dunn, and Gavin Wright appeared as a special issue
of The Journal of Interdisciplinary History (Volume XVII, Number
4, Spring 1987). We would like to thank the editors of the Journal,
Robert 1. Rotberg and Theodore K. Rabb, and the Managing
Editor, Rhoda Fischer, for their editorial advice and assistance.

Barbara L. Solow
Stanley L. Engerman
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