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TREASURE OF THE LAND OF DARKNESS

The fur trade and its significance for medieval Russia

Treasure of the Land of Darkness traces the flow of fur from the lands of the
North, or “lands of darkness,” as they were described in contemporary
Islamic texts, through the major trade centers of medieval Russia to the
consumer markets of the world, stretching from western Europe to China.
Professor Martin reconstructs the fur trade network of each center
(including Kiev, Novgorod and Moscow) and examines the changes they
experienced over time. She demonstrates how shifting control of certain
key elements within the trading network played an important role in the
political evolution of the region. Aggressive principalities enhanced their
political authority through manipulation of such factors as fur resources
and trade routes: thus the mid-sixteenth-century supremacy of Muscovy
was based upon both political advantage and monopolization of the
networks of the fur trade. Quantitative analysis of the available data
substantiates this conclusion : control over the trade of fur drawn from the
“land of darkness” was of fundamental importance to the political
development of medieval Russia.
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MAPS

1 Novgorod's northern pogosts and routes. (Based on
A. N. Nasonov, “Russkaia zemlia” i obrazovanie territorii
drevnerusskogo gosudarstva, between pp. 96 and 97.). 56

2 Ustiug's routes to northwestern Siberia. (Based on a loose
map, Russkoe gosudarstvo i ego sosedi v kontse XV-pervoi
polovine XVI veka (do 1551 g.). 98

3 Russian eastward expansion (second half twelfth century).
(Source as in map 2 above, and also V. A. Kuchkin,
Formirovanie gosudarstvennoi territorii severovostochnoi Rusi v
X-XIV vv., pp. 99, 102, and * O marshrutakh pokhodov
drevnerusskikh kniazei na gosudarstvo volzhskikh Bulgar v
XII-pervoi treti XIII v,” in Istoricheskaia geografiia Rossii

XII-nachalo XX v, (Moscow: Nauka, 1975, p. 33).) 125
4 Muscovite trade routes to the south and west. (Source as in
map 2 above.) 148
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NOTE ON TRANSLITERATION

Because the following text draws upon sources originally composed in and
sometimes translated into a variety of languages, it has been difficult to
standardize the spelling of proper names, book titles, and other specialized
terms. [ have, however, employed some principles of transliteration that,
hopefully, will clarify, although not eliminate, what may otherwise be
confusing inconsistencies.

Firstly, when transliterating from the Cyrillic alphabet (Russian language)
into the Roman, I have followed the Library of Congress system. Secondly,
when referring in the text to Arabic or Persian names and terms drawn
from translated editions I have adopted the spelling that appears in the
Encyclopedia of Islam. In citations and in the bibliography. however,
spellings appear as they occur literally in each edition or, in the case of
Russian-language editions, according to the transliteration system noted
above.
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