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Preface

The Space Telescope Science Institute Symposium on “Astrophysics of Life” took place
during 6-9 May 2002. Unlike other astrobiology symposia, the emphasis here was on
astronomical observations and astrophysical research. With the discovery of more than
a hundred extrasolar planets on one hand, and recent progress in the understanding of
the evolution of the universe on the other, the “astro” part of astrobiology has advanced
to the forefront of astronomical investigation.

These proceedings represent only a part of the invited talks that were presented at the
symposium. We thank the contributing authors for preparing their manuscripts.

We thank Sharon Toolan of ST Scl for her help in preparing this volume for publication.
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