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Preface

The private rented sector of the housing market, for all its overall decline,
has remained an object of interest and fascination to researchers in a wide
range of disciplines. Each, from their own perspective, have attempted to
describe and explain the key attributes of this decline. What we hope we
have done here is to provide a new perspective, a different way of looking at
the changes that have taken place in this sector of the market since 1945. The
arguments in this book cross established disciplinary boundaries. We draw
upon evidence from many areas but if we are to be classified at all we fall
into what may be termed the ‘new geography’ with its concern to link the
particular to the general; that is to preserve both aspects of social change in
one explanation. We attempt to explain the general decline of the private
rented market in Britain, the wider processes of investment and disinvest-
ment which lie behind the decline, without losing sight of particular form
that the processes have taken in different local housing markets.

This book is the end product of an enjoyable research collaboration
between the two authors over a six year period at the Open University. The
collaboration was made possible by grants, at various times, from the Social
Science Research Council, The Nuffield Foundation and the Research
Committee of the Social Science Faculty at the Open University. We are
grateful to all these bodies for their financial support. We should also like to
thank our colleagues at the Open University, especially those involved in
writing the geography course D2os: Changing Britain, Changing World.
Arguments and debates in that course team helped us clarify many of the
issues raised in this book.

We derived our information from a wide range of sources. In particular
we had help in selecting the samples from the Housing Departments of the
London Boroughs of Hackney and Islington. We are very grateful to them
for opening their records to us. We also received information from a wide
range of organisations and individuals, too numerous to list, involved in
private renting in one way or another. Thanks to them but in particular to
the households and tenants who so patiently answered our questions. We
hope they find what follows interesting.
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