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A Generation at Risk

A Generation at Risk brings up-to-date and insightful perspectives from experienced
practitioners and researchers on how a better future can be secured for the millions
of children who are being orphaned or made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS. The current
situation of these children is grim, and while there has been signiﬁcant action in
the last few years by governments, international organizations, religious bodies, and
nongovernmental organizations, the vast majority of children made vulnerable by
AIDS have not beneﬁted from any assistance beyond their own extended family and
community. A Generation at Risk explains in straightforward terms what is required
to ﬁll this gap. The book addresses what needs to be done in the areas of education,
community mobilization and capacity building, economic strengthening at household and community levels, psychosocial support, and the protection of children and
the fulﬁllment of their rights.
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Foreword

It has been said a day is coming when the progress of nations will not
be judged by their economic power or military prowess, or by the splendor of their capital cities and public buildings. Instead, the measure of a
nation’s humanity, and the strength of its civilization, will be based upon
the provision it made for its vulnerable and disadvantaged people and the
protection that it afforded to the growing minds and bodies of its children.
Children are disproportionate casualties of all sorts of disasters. It is
difﬁcult to forget the heart-rending scenes of children swept away from
their mothers by the tsunami of December 2004. But in respect to its impact
on children, the HIV/AIDS disaster is different. The daily consequences of
the global pandemic on millions of children that live with dying parents or
have been orphaned lie under the radar of most governments and agencies.
The unfolding tragedy is barely visible.
This is a story of painful loss and silent grief, and one that can only
be inadequately told. No one who has not experienced the loss of their
father and mother can understand its depths. And those that do know
ﬁrst hand are often unable to tell – because of their young age, premature death, their poverty and the insulating layers of discrimination that
surround AIDS-related death and disease. A Generation at Risk: The Global
Impact of HIV/AIDS on Orphans and Vulnerable Children helps to tell this
story through chapters that deal with social, economic, and psychological
impacts and responses by governments, agencies, faith-based organizations, communities, families, and the children themselves. It is a story of
resilience, compassion, and innovation in the face of loss and destitution.
AIDS is not only taking away our children’s present, it also has the potential to subtract from their future. Politicians, decision makers, religious
and business leaders may neglect the fountain of youth at their peril and
allow AIDS to wreak havoc on households and unravel whole societies.
Alternatively, we can invest in the reconstruction of devastated families
and strengthening of overburdened communities to ensure that adequate
vii
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Foreword

provision is made for vulnerable children in our midst for both now and
the future. In the battle against apartheid, the solidarity of people from
around the world strengthened us in some of our darkest moments. Now,
as we seek to counter the ravages of HIV/AIDS on all continents upon our
sons and daughters, we need the same solidarity, the same passion, the
same commitment and energy.
Desmond Tutu, Archbishop Emeritus
Milnerton, Cape Town, South Africa
May 2005
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Preface

In July 1992 at the VIII International Conference on AIDS in Amsterdam,
two of this book’s editors, Geoff Foster and Carol Levine, were among
the few participants with poster presentations devoted to children, either
HIV-infected or orphaned. The ways that children were being affected by
the emerging pandemic were neither widely recognized nor understood.
Geoff, a pediatrician from Zimbabwe, had a presentation on the Family and
AIDS Caring Trust (FACT), an organization he founded, and Carol, a health
policy and medical ethics specialist from New York City, was presenting
the Orphan Project’s efforts to respond to the needs of children and families
affected by the epidemic. There were no child-related plenary sessions at
the conference, no workshops, no oral presentations. The sparse number
of poster presentations was equaled by the meager number of people who
stopped by to read them and talk to us and other presenters. Since the
posters were placed at the outer edge of the vast conference hall (“on the
Belgian border,” we joked), some of those few visitors were people who
were lost. This paucity of interest gave us time to share information about
Africa and the United States.
We met again in 1996 at the XI International Conference in Vancouver,
and this time we were somewhat closer to the center of the action, although
there were still few opportunities at the conference for discussion of children affected by HIV/AIDS. At this conference Geoff suggested that we
two join our particular areas of interest and develop a book that would
bring together the perspectives of both resource-poor and resource-rich
countries dealing with the epidemic. We both felt strongly that the world
was not paying attention to the growing crisis of AIDS among women
and children and that, in particular, the needs of orphaned children were
not being addressed. He then approached the Cambridge University Press
representative at the conference and a collaboration was conceived.
Conceived but not born until now. The details of the various delays
are of interest only to the editors, the publisher, and the patient authors
ix
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Preface

who had signed on early in the process. Sufﬁce it to say that only when
we invited John Williamson, a colleague with much experience and many
contacts around the world through his work with the Displaced Children
and Orphans Fund (a fund managed by the United States Agency for International Development), to join us as a co-editor did we begin in earnest to
bring the book to life.
One intervening event was also critical. In October 1998, The Orphan
Project brought together experts from many countries at the White Oak
Conference Center in Yulee, Florida, to discuss ways to build international
support for children affected by AIDS. That three-day retreat crystallized
for us not only the urgency of the issue, but also the beneﬁt of broad collaboration among practitioners, researchers, and funders. Several individual
and group collaborations were formed at this meeting, and “The White
Oak Report,” published by The Orphan Project in 2000, remains a seminal
document in the ﬁeld.
Since then international AIDS conferences have given much more attention to children, although more is needed. Media attention has grown. In
particular, since the advent of effective treatment for HIV infection, global
concern has been raised about the urgency and the difﬁculties of providing
appropriate care in poor countries. Although we generally no longer have
to explain why AIDS is profoundly affecting children, we still have far to
go before the appropriate local, national, and international responses are
in place. The authors in this volume do not downplay the immensity of
the problem and the barriers to action, but they share a commitment to
families and children and to a future where children are nurtured, protected, and encouraged to develop to the fullest of their potential. Creating
family- and community-centered, child-focused solutions is essential not
just for humanitarian reasons but also for each country’s future economic,
political, and social development.
The examples provided in the book are not endorsements of particular
programs but are intended to demonstrate the diversity and energy of local
responses that are so often missed when seeing only the vast scope of the
problem. Like every other aspect of AIDS, the issues involving children
touch deeply held professional and personal beliefs. Each author, it should
be clear, is responsible only for the views and examples in his or her own
chapter.
We wish to acknowledge, with gratitude, the ﬁnancial support of The
Orphan Project by the Norman and Rosita Winston Foundation, and the
administrative support of the Fund for the City of New York.
At various points in the development of the book Karyn Feiden and
Debby Stuart Smith provided skillful editing services.
Finally, we also wish to acknowledge, though we cannot do so by
name, the legions of unheralded community residents and agency workers
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throughout the world whose efforts on behalf of children and families have
done so much to demonstrate how to create stability out of fragility and
strength out of loss.
Carol Levine, New York City
Geoff Foster, Mutare, Zimbabwe
John Williamson, Richmond, Virginia
May 2005
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caring for their ill mothers with HIV/AIDS) in New York City and (with
Geoff Foster) in Mutare, Zimbabwe.
Tim Brown is a senior Fellow in population and health studies at the East–
West Center. He serves as a co-director of the East–West Center/Thai Red
Cross Society Collaboration on HIV/AIDS Modeling, Analysis, and Policy in Bangkok. He is currently working with UNAIDS (the Joint United
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methodologies for global and Asia-speciﬁc application, to implement more
comprehensive integrated analysis of Asian HIV epidemics and responses,
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From 1967 to 1978 he served in a number of increasingly prominent positions, including lecturer at the Federal Theological Seminary at Alice, South
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Africa, and chaplain at the University of Fort Hare; lecturer in the Department of Theology at the University of Botswana, Lesotho, and Swaziland;
Associate Director of the Theological Education Fund of the World Council of Churches, in Kent, United Kingdom; Dean of St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Johannesburg; and ﬁnally Bishop of Lesotho.
By 1978, in the wake of the 1976 Soweto uprising Bishop Tutu was persuaded to take up the post of General Secretary of the South African Council of Churches (SACC). Justice and reconciliation and an end to apartheid
were the SACC’s priorities, and as General Secretary, Bishop Tutu pursued
these goals with vigor and commitment. Under his guidance, the SACC
became an important institution in South African spiritual and political life,
challenging white society and the government and affording assistance to
the victims of apartheid.
Inevitably, Bishop Tutu became heavily embroiled in controversy as
he spoke out against the injustices of the apartheid system. For several
years he was denied a passport to travel abroad. He became a prominent
leader in the crusade for justice and racial conciliation in South Africa. In
1984 he received a Nobel Peace Prize in recognition of his extraordinary
contributions to that cause. In 1985 he was elected Bishop of Johannesburg.
In 1986 Bishop Tutu was elevated to Archbishop of Cape Town, and in
this capacity he did much to bridge the chasm between black and white
Anglicans in South Africa. And as Archbishop, Tutu became a principal
mediator and conciliator in the transition to democracy in South Africa.
In 1995 President Nelson Mandela appointed him Chairman of the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission, a body set up to probe gross human rights
violations that occurred under apartheid. In 1996, shortly after his retirement from ofﬁce as Archbishop of Cape Town, Tutu was granted the honorary title of Archbishop Emeritus.
Archbishop Tutu has held several distinguished academic and world
leadership posts. In recent years Tutu has turned his attention to a different cause: the campaign against HIV/AIDS. The Archbishop has made
appearances around the globe to help raise awareness of the disease and
its tragic consequences in human lives and suffering.
Archbishop Tutu holds honorary degrees from well over one hundred universities, including Harvard, Oxford, Cambridge, Columbia, Yale,
Emory, the Ruhr, Kent, Aberdeen, Sydney, Fribourg (Switzerland), Cape
Town, Witwatersrand, and the University of South Africa.
He has received many prizes and awards in addition to the Nobel
Peace Prize, most notably the Order of Meritorious Service Award (Gold)
presented by President Mandela; the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Award
of Outstanding Service to the Anglican Communion; the Prix d’Athene
(Onassis Foundation); the Family of Man Gold Medal Award; the Mexican
Order of the Aztec Medal (Insignia Grade); the Martin Luther King Jr. NonViolent Peace Prize; and the Sydney Peace Prize.
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His writings include No Future Without Forgiveness (2000), and God Has
a Dream (2004).
Douglas Webb is a social scientist currently based at the Eastern and Southern Africa Regional Ofﬁce of the UNICEF ofﬁce in Nairobi, Kenya. He
obtained his PhD in human geography from Royal Holloway, University
of London, in 1995, where he examined the social responses to HIV/AIDS
in South Africa and Namibia. He then spent three years with UNICEF
Zambia, working on HIV/AIDS responses and researching the impacts of
HIV/AIDS on children. From 1998 to 2004 he worked with Save the Children UK in London, most recently as the policy adviser on HIV/AIDS.
He is the author of HIV/AIDS in Africa (New Africa Books, in association
with University of Natal Press, 2002) and numerous other publications on
HIV/AIDS, children, and young people.
John Williamson is the senior technical advisor for the Displaced Children and Orphans Fund (DCOF) of the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID), which supports programs for children affected by
armed conﬂict, street children, and children affected by AIDS. He has been
engaged with assessing and responding to the impacts of AIDS on children and families since 1991 and since 1994 has written or contributed
to a number of publications in this area. These include: Action for Children Affected by AIDS (WHO and UNICEF, 1994), the Children on the Brink
series (USAID, 1997 and 2000; USAID, UNICEF, and UNAIDS, 2002 and
2004), and Conducting a Situation Analysis of Orphans and Vulnerable Children Affected by HIV/AIDS (USAID, 2004). He is one of the organizers of
the Global Network for Better Care, the Children and Youth Economic
Strengthening Network, and the Washington Network for Children and
Armed Conﬂict. He has worked as a consultant and been on the staff of the
Christian Children’s Fund and the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR). While with UNHCR, he wrote the Handbook for Social
Services (1984), edited the Guidelines of Refugee Children (1988), and chaired
the Working Group of Refugee Children. He has a masters degree in social
welfare from the University of California at Berkeley.
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