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This book explores the variety of ancient Greek sanctuaries – their settings,
spaces, shapes, and structures – and the rituals associated with them, such
as festivals and processions, sacrifice and libation, dining and drinking,
prayer and offering, dance, initiation, consultation, and purification. The
first chapters outline the important themes and issues, including locations
and their meanings, defining features of sanctuaries, the relationship be-
tween structure and ritual, political as well as religious functions, transfor-
mations over time, and the activities and experiences of the individual. These
themes are then linked to historic and specific sanctuaries, notably Olympia
and Delphi, as examples of major international sanctuaries; Samos and
Poseidonia, as urban sanctuaries in different parts of the Greek world; and
the Acropolis in Athens. Final chapters trace the consequences of the Roman
conquest, the spread of Christianity, and the impact of Turks, travelers,
archaeologists, and tourists on these sites. Written in a clear style and richly
illustrated, the book is intended for students and provides an accessible yet
authoritative introduction to the material aspects of ancient Greek sanc-
tuaries and the ritual activities that took place there. It includes a lengthy
glossary and a chapter bibliography.
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xv

This book has been planned for use by students and other interested
people who have no previous acquaintance with the ancient Greek world.
In this I have followed the guidelines of Cambridge University Press. So
it is an introduction, an initial reference point from which students, at
college or otherwise, can move to more detailed and scholarly studies. It
is aimed at anyone interested in learning more about the life of the an-
cient Greeks, and especially at undergraduates in beginning courses and
at advanced high-school students. I hope they will find here the basic
information with which to begin to recognize underlying themes and
continuing questions, and to understand something of the workings of
Greek sanctuaries and their place in ancient Greek society. 

The emphasis is on what the sanctuaries looked like, and what it would
have been like for the visitor in antiquity when he or she went to a sanc-
tuary. So a good deal of the focus is on experiences visitors might have
had, on activities that took place, and on changes that happened to and
in the sanctuaries over time – in other words, the physical and natural
world of the sanctuaries and the ritual activities in which Greek priests,
priestesses, citizens, and others participated.

Mistakes of approach or emphasis, or misreadings of evidence are en-
tirely my own. If the book appears “undertheorized,” so be it. In spite of
the death of certainty, the frailty and biased quality of all the evidence
available, literary or archaeological, and the cultural predispositions 
of commentators (including myself), the purpose has been to put before
the interested, though not necessarily classical, reader a range of themes

PREFACE
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pertinent to Greek sanctuaries as a whole, as well as selected packets of
evidence referring to particular sanctuaries. Readers may then bring to
bear on these holy places and their attendant rituals their own intellec-
tual angles and idiosyncracies. 

It is, to state the obvious, impossible to deal with Greek sanctuaries
without mentioning some aspects of Greek religion. However, I’ve steered
clear of the philosophical and moral issues of this enormous topic and
instead refer the interested reader to two elegant books: Simon Price’s
Religions of the Ancient Greeks (Cambridge 1999; reprint 2002), and Louise
Bruit Zaidman and Pauline Schmitt Pantel’s Religion in the Ancient Greek
City (Cambridge 1992; numerous reprints, most recently 2002), trans-
lated by Paul Cartledge.
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