Preface

The EUROCRYPT ’98 conference was organized and sponsored by the Interna-
tional Association for Cryptologic Research in cooperation with and hosted by
the Helsinki University of Technology. It took place at the university campus
in Espoo, Finland, May 31-June 4, 1998. This year was also the 100th birth-
day of architect Alvar Aalto, the designer of the Main Hall of the University
of Technology where the presentations the 17th annual EUROCRYPT confer-
ence were held. Professor Arto Karila, the General Chair, was responsible for
local organization. His contribution to the success of the conference is gratefully
acknowledged. I would also like to thank Tuomas Aura for managing practical
arrangements and creating and maintaining the conference website.

The scientific program for EUROCRYPT ’98 was put together by an 18-
member program committee which considered 161 submissions by researchers
from all over the world. The quality of the submissions was exceptionally high,
as is reflected in the number of contributions published in these proceedings,
which contain the revised versions of 44 papers accepted for presentaticn. Still,
many good papers had to be left out.

I would like to thank the members of the program committee who devoted
an enormous amount of time and energy to reading the papers and making the
difficult selection. In addition, I gratefully acknowledge the support to the pro-
gram commitee by the following experts: Klaus Becker, Simon Blackburn, Daniel
Bleichenbacher, Antoon Bosselaers, Karl Brincat, Mike Burmester, Claude Car-
let, Cunsheng Ding, DengGuo Feng, Steven Galbraith, Mika Hirvensalo, Shao-
Quan Jiang, Juhani Karhumaki, Lars Knudsen, Kaoru Kurosawa, Keith Martin,
Alexandru Mateescu, Willi Meier, Tommi Meskanen, Chris Mitchell, Thomas
Mittelholzer, Sean Murphy, Phong Nguyen, Kazuo Ohta, Eiji Okamoto,
Tatsuaki Okamoto, René Peralta, Holger Petersen, Andreas Pfitzmann, Josef
Pieprzyk, Thomas Pornin, Guillaume Poupard, Ari Renvall, Vincent Rijmen,
Ahmad-Reza Sadeghi, Kazue Sako, Ruediger Schack, Matthias Schunter, Jacques
Stern, Douglas Stinson, Keisuke Tanaka, Michael Waidner, Uta Wille, Qibin
Zhai, Xianmo Zhang, Junhui Yang, DingFeng Ye, and @yvind Ytrehus.

Finally, I would like to thank all authors who submitted papers to EURO-
CRYPT ’98 and, in particular, the authors of the accepted papers for their
cooperation in producing these proceedings.

March 1998 Kaisa Nyberg
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