
Preface

This volume contains the proceedings of the 19th annual International Conference on
Application and Theory of Petri Nets. The aim of the Petri net conference is to create
a forum for the dissemination of the latest results in the application and theory of
Petri nets. It always takes place in the last week of June. Typically there are 150 -
200 participants. About one third of these come from industry while the rest are from
universities and research institutions.

The conferences and a number of other activities are coordinated by a steering
committee with the following members: G. Balbo (Italy), J. Billington (Australia),
G. De Michelis (Italy), C. Girault (France), K. Jensen (Denmark), S. Kumagai (Japan),
T. Murata (USA), C.A. Petri (Germany; honorary member), W. Reisig (Germany),
G. Roucairol (France), G. Rozenberg (The Netherlands; chairman), M. Silva (Spain).

The 19th conference has been organized for the first time in Portugal, by the
Department of Electrical Engineering of the Faculty of Sciences and Technology of
the New University of Lisbon, together with the Center for Intelligent Robotics of
UNINOVA. It takes place in Lisbon at the same time as EXPO’98, the last world
exhibition of the 20th century. Although this exhibition is devoted to the Oceans,
this coincidence should not feed the misunderstanding that Petri nets have to do with
fishing!

Other activities before and during the conference include: an exhibition and pre-
sentation of Petri net tools; introductory tutorials; two advanced tutorials on the state
space explosion problem and on Petri nets and production systems; a workshop on
net-based concepts, models, techniques, and tools for workflow management; and a
workshop on hardware design and Petri nets. The tutorial notes and proceedings of
the workshops are not published in these proceedings but copies are available from the
organizers.

We received 58 submissions from 18 countries and 17 have been accepted for presen-
tation. Invited lectures are given by A. Arnold (France), G. Chiola (Italy), and R. Valk
(Germany). The submitted papers were evaluated by a program committee with the fol-
lowing members: G. Balbo (Italy), D. Buchs (Switzerland), G. Chiola (Italy), D. Ciardo
(USA), J. Desel (Germany; co-chair), M. Diaz (France), S. Haddad (France), K. Jensen
(Denmark), C. Lakos (Tasmania), M. Koutny (England), S. Kumagai (Japan), G. Nutt
(USA), K. Onaga (Japan), W. Penczek (Poland), L. Pomello (Italy), M. Silva (Spain;
co-chair), P.S. Thiagarajan (India), W.M.P. van der Aalst (The Netherlands), R. Valk
(Germany), and W. Vogler (Germany). The program committee meeting took place at
the New University of Lisbon.

We should like to express our gratitude to all authors of submitted papers, to
the members of the program committee, and to the referees who assisted them. The
names of the referees are listed on the following page. For the local organization of
the conference, we greatly appreciate the efforts of all members of the organizing
committee: A. Costa, A. Steiger-Garção (co-chair), H. Pinheiro-Pita, J.-P. Barros,
J.-P. Pimentão, and Lúıs Gomes (co-chair). The organizing committee wishes to thank
Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian for their sponsoring, which partially supported the
publication of these proceedings.

Finally, we should like to acknowledge excellent cooperation with Alfred Hofmann
of Springer-Verlag and his colleagues in the preparation of this volume.

April 1998 Jörg Desel
Manuel Silva
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