Preface

The biennial International Conference on Case-Based Reasoning (ICCBR) se-
ries, which began in Sesimbra, Portugal, in 1995, was intended to provide an
international forum for the best fundamental and applied research in case-based
reasoning (CBR). It was hoped that such a forum would encourage the growth
and rigor of the field and overcome the previous tendency toward isolated na-
tional CBR communities.

The foresight of the original ICCBR organizers has been rewarded by the
growth of a vigorous and cosmopolitan CBR community. CBR is now widely
recognized as a powerful and important computational technique for a wide
range of practical applications. By promoting an exchange of ideas among CBR,
researchers from across the globe, the ICCBR series has facilitated the broader
acceptance and use of CBR.

ICCBR-99 has continued this tradition by attracting high-quality research
and applications papers from around the world. Researchers from 21 countries
submitted 80 papers to ICCBR-99. From these submissions, 17 papers were
selected for long oral presentation, 7 were accepted for short oral presentation,
and 19 papers were accepted as posters. This volume sets forth these 43 papers,
which contain both mature work and innovative new ideas.

In addition to a technical session of invited talks, presentations, and posters,
ICCBR-99 included an Industry Day, where the focus was on mature technol-
ogy and applications in industry. Papers describing these “industrial-strength”
applications are contained in a separate volume. Information on this volume is
available at the ICCBR-99 home page, www. iccbr.org/iccbr99. The ICCBR-99
program also included four half-day workshops, also described in the ICCBR-99
home page.

The program chairs of ICCBR-99 were Klaus-Dieter Althoff, of the Fraun-
hofer Institute for Experimental Software Engineering, and L. Karl Branting, of
the University of Wyoming. The conference chair was Ralph Bergmann, of the
University of Kaiserslautern. The chairs would like to thank the program com-
mittee and the additional reviewers for their thoughtful and rigorous reviewing
during the paper selection process.

The chairs gratefully acknowledge the generous support of ICCBR~99’s spon-
sors, the American Association for Artificial Intelligence (AAAI), AcknoSoft,
BSR Consulting, DaimlerChrysler, the Fraunhofer Institute for Experimental
Software Engineering, the German Society for Computer Science (Gesellschaft
fiir Informatik, GI), Inference, Interactive Multimedia Systems, tec:inno, the
University of Kaiserslautern, and the University of Wyoming. We would also
like to thank Christine Harms for her assistance in making the local arrange-
ments for the conference.
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